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INLAND RURAL COMMUNITIES - FUNDING 
Motion 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [6.06 pm]:  I move - 

That the Premier immediately boost state government funding to inland rural communities experiencing 
an upsurge in land and housing inquiry and to immediately provide increased funding for -  

(a) the small towns sewerage and infill sewerage; 

(b) regional headworks; 

(c) safety upgrades on dangerous country roads; 

(d) upgrade of community and recreational amenities; 

(e) implementation of inland town desalination projects; and 

(f) rural towns promotional campaigns. 

In moving this motion, I want to impress on the house that there is a real, noticeable movement of people to rural 
Western Australia, particularly now to inland WA, whereas the movement previously had been very much to the 
coast.  In fact, there has been a lot of movement from inland WA to the coast.  However, there is now a real 
movement to inland country WA, which is a very good thing.  Of course, when this movement takes place, it is 
important that, firstly, we recognise that it is happening, and, secondly, we make preparations so that 
communities, local governments and the people who live in country WA will have the resources and the 
facilities to look after and accommodate that movement.  If we do not recognise it now and start making plans 
and allocating funding for the priority needs of those areas, we will have problems down the line. 

I will start by talking about the movement and giving some of the reasons for this movement occurring.  The 
median price of a house in the Perth metropolitan area has gone well over the $300 000 mark.  A lot of land and 
housing in Perth and in the coastal strip through to Margaret River etc - I think the member for Vasse was talking 
about it just a minute ago - is out of the reach of the ordinary person and the ordinary young couple.  Therefore, 
housing affordability is now a major problem confronting not only first home buyers, but also other buyers in 
major cities and regional coastal areas.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  The member has just raised the issue of affordability for first home owners.  I do not know 
whether the member saw the story run in the Sunday Times last weekend that stated that anybody can apply for 
the first home owners grant across Australia regardless of the value of the house.  In Western Australia, 
$6.8 million was given in grants.  We should be lifting the grant. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I think we should be increasing the grant.  Last year, the National Party in Western 
Australia called for an increase in the grant.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order, members!  I would like to hear what the member is 
saying. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  This is about the movement of people.  One reason for increasing the grant is the price 
of housing.  Surely city members of Parliament understand that.  It is a worldwide phenomenon.  In Britain there 
is talk of introducing a 50-year mortgage to keep monthly payments in check.  In Japan the 100-year housing 
loan is a reality.  The debt is passed from one generation to the next. 

Western Australia has a unique opportunity to help turn the tide in housing affordability by encouraging people 
to look outside the square and continue the move to the bush; that is, to help people move to country WA.  In the 
past decade the wheatbelt has experienced a population decline of one per cent a year while Perth has grown by 
1.6 per cent a year in the same period.  The mood is turning in WA with more people moving into the country. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members!  When members are on their feet they want all the other members 
in the chamber to hear them.  I have already warned members twice.  The next member to speak in the chamber 
without addressing the Chair will be called to order. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  This is important for people who live in the regions.  My National Party colleagues and 
I, who live in the regions, have been seeing real change first-hand over the past 18 months.  There has been a 
marked change.  It is the very reason we are pushing our BushChange plan, because we can see what is starting 
to happen.  Last year the Nationals launched their BushChange policy initiative.  We also launched a web site: 
www.bushchange.com.  There are already 24 wheatbelt shires that are participants in the BushChange program, 
which provides a bipartisan information gateway to what is on offer in country communities.  The site has 
recorded more than 30 000 hits, and is helping to lift awareness of the lifestyle and job opportunities - because 
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there are a lot of them - in regional WA.  The initiative has opened the eyes of thousands of Western Australians 
who are starting to realise the potential of country communities.  Bush change should not be confused with what 
we hear from the east about the popular sea change culture that is gaining momentum there.  I am talking about 
the wheatbelt and inland communities; I am not talking about leafy tree change or coastal change.  We want to 
create the sea change opportunity without the sea.  It can be done. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  What is a sea change without the sea? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  This is good fun; I enjoy such comments because I make some myself!   
Things that are happening now would not have been dreamt of 100 years ago.  Many people are now looking at 
what we should do with lakes.  BushChange incorporates our Living Lakes concept of using engineering 
techniques to create permanent water bodies in some of the vast inland salt systems.  We are looking not only at 
creating a lake system, but also at reducing the salinity problem.  The government did sign the national action 
plan - although it was late in doing so - but there is no overarching master plan to help with engineering and land 
management.  In many instances, we can safely store, monitor and upgrade saline water from the state’s 
estimated 11 000 kilometres of farm channels and terminal lakes.  I will mention Perenjori in a moment.  All the 
lakes can be used for recreation, ecotourism and commercial opportunities such as aquaculture.  People are 
looking at that right now for Lake Dumbleyung.  The Perenjori community is an example of how scientific 
expertise, land care funds and innovative engineering are reversing the ravages of salt, while at the same time 
creating a public amenity.  Perenjori is a simple, yet brilliant, channel project that has transformed a small 
section of the vast Yarra Yarra catchment system into a permanent water playground and a haven for wildlife.  
The minister mentioned the floods at Lake Grace and Lake Jilakin, just east of Kulin, where they hold the Kulin 
bush races.  There is no lake there, but when there are floods the area suddenly fills up and a lake is created and 
the wildlife returns - just like Lake Eyre, I guess.  It is amazing how wildlife is attracted to water and how 
quickly it returns.   

I was referring to attracting people and to the environment.  When I was a young boy there was so much wildlife 
at Lake Dumbleyung.  In the dry years there was nothing there.  Last year when we had the rains and it filled up, 
the wildlife came back.  Through this scheme we can continue to encourage and promote that sort of 
environment.  I was talking about the Perenjori project, which is fantastic.  I will not go into detail about it, but 
these are some of the ideas that we are looking at.  I have mentioned Lake Dumbleyung, and there are many 
other inland lakes, which people can see when they fly around the place. 

Small towns are some of our best-kept secrets in Western Australia, for a lot of reasons.  Housing is still 
affordable and building blocks are relatively cheap.  The member for Roe spoke about Esperance, which is a big 
coastal centre.  In the smaller inland towns, houses and land can be purchased at a very economical price and 
that is why people are going there.  People are moving to the little places around where I live, such as 
Popanyinning, Cuballing, Muradup - a lot of people have not even heard of them - because they can purchase 
cheap land.  Young people are moving there because they can get work and raise their kids in a rural 
environment.  Some of those people will move back to Perth later, but that is fine.  People chop and change.  We 
have also heard that prices on the coast are getting beyond the reach of many people.  In Quairading people can 
purchase fully serviced town blocks for just over $10 000 and unserviced blocks for as little as $3 000, but they 
are starting to move quickly.  I got these figures a couple of months ago and they may have already changed; in 
fact, I think they have. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Have you bought any blocks yourself? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  No, I have not.  I am merely a humble member of Parliament.  With a wife and four 
daughters, I do not have that sort of money to throw around.  They keep me bald and broke but very happy.  I 
might buy later.  There are so many other towns. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  The Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson) is a great property speculator. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  There we go. 

In addition to being more affordable, country towns are friendly and safe, boast myriad recreational opportunities 
and inspire a sense of community.  The Minister for Sport and Recreation mentioned that a number of the 
community sporting and recreation facilities fund grants were going to country WA.  It is a great scheme.  I 
thought it was more than 50 per cent of grants that went to regional WA, but today the minister said that it was 
up to 75 per cent of the grants.  I acknowledge that and say well done.  I give the minister a real pat on the back 
for that, because those grants are crucial.  I will speak a bit more about them later. 

Living in country WA provides a real alternative.  In the National Party we are trying to reach out to get more 
people to move to the country.  We want the state government to join in and recognise that it is happening.  It is 
easy to say these things, but it is something else to recognise that and acknowledge that we need to do something 
about it.  Our vision involves practical and incentive-based initiatives; for example, persuading local 
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governments to become involved through the provision of matching in-kind incentives for first home builders in 
a partnership approach.  We also need local input.  We do not say that the state government should provide 
everything.  It must be supported locally.  I always think that matched funding is the way to go because it 
involves both groups and it gets local people playing their part.  We also invite investors and developers to look 
closely at the opportunities in our towns.  That is happening.  Local government and investors are starting to 
move in.  Narrogin is a perfect example, because people cannot purchase a house and land package in Narrogin.  
Developments could be started in those types of towns.  We need to work with LandCorp for the release of land 
in country communities, to open up more land for bush change.  The government should also provide one-for-
one matching funds for the development of inland desalination opportunities, using water for local recreational 
amenities, such as grassing golf courses and parks, as well as putting fresh water back into the system.  That will 
come one day.  AQC2 Ltd is a company in my electorate.  I had a recent meeting about it with the Water 
Corporation.  I was very happy with what I heard, and I will talk to the minister about that another time.  AQ2, 
based in Katanning, produces pumps for chlorination of water supplies in small towns.  This can be done very 
economically and effectively.  I know that recently $240 000 was spent at Harrismith to install gas to chlorinate 
the water.  It could have been done for about a third of that cost with AQ2, and maybe the rest of the money 
could have been used to increase the water pressure, because the water supply has no pressure.  It is only a very 
small town, but that is the kind of thing we need to talk about further.  I am talking to the minister’s department 
about that, and hopefully we can get something done.  

I will now consider the role of the government.  While bush change gains momentum, local shires and 
businesses need more support, possibly through the regional infrastructure fund.  It is a good fund, but 
historically the money has not filtered through in any great amounts to those inland wheatbelt communities.  It 
tends to target the north west and coastal centres.  There are priorities in those areas that certainly need to be 
looked after, but we need to make sure, particularly with this movement of population, that we do not forget 
about inland areas.  In inland Western Australia we desperately need a reinvigorated regional headworks 
program to encourage development and business expansion.  The budget for the regional headworks program is 
around $2 million for the whole state, and that amount cannot fund all that we would like to be done.  I realise 
that there are always limitations on this, but the government needs to look a bit more closely and be a bit more 
dinkum when it allocates the funding.   

One of the issues with headworks is that we need more land to be released in country towns.  I think the member 
for Stirling will talk about the little town of Cranbrook.  In Kojonup, where I came from, my father and I wanted 
to develop some land years ago.  The trouble is that paying all the headworks charges, at the selling price 
obtainable for the land, is just not economically viable.  The bigger centres such as Narrogin and, to a lesser 
extent, Katanning, are reaching the stage at which that can be done, and that will take some pressure off those 
areas.  However, the pressure is on the small towns.  It must be remembered that many people are moving to 
small towns because of economic factors.  We must try to do something about that.  We had a disappointing 
situation late last year, in which a feedlot company was asked to pay around $260 000 in up-front costs to 
upgrade to three-phase power.  Needless to say, the expansion has not proceeded because the cost ruled it out, so 
we lost what could have been a valuable industry.  We urge the state government, in conjunction with the federal 
government, private enterprise and local government, to play a role in the movement of people to country 
Western Australia.  
Road funding is an issue affecting both the movement of people to regional communities and the development of 
those communities.  I understand that the minister cannot provide funding for every road in the state.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  That is the first time I have heard that coming from a National Party member.  
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  We are realistic.  We know that the government cannot fund everything.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Should we just stop building roads in the metropolitan area? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  No; what I am saying is that when the minister sits down to work out where the money 
will be spent, she must set priorities.  We understand that, if the government had the money, it would build all 
the roads, but it cannot do that.  However, the movement of people to country areas needs to be taken into 
account when setting those priorities.  Some of the works that may not have been priorities in the past have now 
become so.  That is important.   
I want to talk about sewerage and drainage.  We talked about Tambellup today, and I am pleased with the answer 
given by the minister.  However, we have problems in other areas.  The small town sewerage program needs to 
be reinvigorated.  I have talked about headworks.  I will move now to the things I think we could do to stimulate 
and improve some of the amenities and services in country towns.  First, we could work with the commonwealth, 
the state and local shires to develop a partnership arrangement whereby first home builders could access up to 
$5 000 in in-kind benefits in specified inland localities; that is, headworks assistance etc.  That is a positive 
suggestion we are putting forward.  Matching grants could also be created to allow shires and appropriate private 
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sector proponents to pursue opportunities for the desalination of near-surface inland ground water.  I am sure that 
that can be done.  Childcare opportunities in country towns should be improved to allow more women to 
participate in the local work force.  Recently I was asked to speak to the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association 
on the very matter of child care.  The National Party had some real issues when the regulations were changed, 
which would have virtually stopped the provision of child care in a lot of country towns.  When I contacted the 
new Minister for Community Development and pointed out what it would mean, he made changes, and I give 
him full credit for that.  More changes need to be made, and we are having ongoing discussions.  Child care is 
becoming more important as people move to country areas.  In country WA, like everywhere else, more women 
are becoming involved in the work force, local government, community groups and business, so we need 
childcare facilities.   
The small towns infill sewerage program also needs to be reinstated to facilitate new residential subdivisions and 
light industrial parks.  I will expand a little on the small towns infill sewerage program.  Kukerin and Boyup 
Brook are in my electorate.  Boyup Brook really concerns me because of its proximity to the Blackwood River.  
The program has now been delayed until 2018.  The infill sewerage program was to go ahead in Boyup Brook in 
2001-02.  When the sewerage system was installed, only a one-drain system was put in because they did not 
want to go the whole hog only to move to deep sewerage 18 months later.  Many old septic tanks that probably 
should have been redone have been let go while people wait for the deep sewerage system.  We have a real 
health and environmental problem.  The officers from the minister’s department will soon visit Boyup Brook to 
look at the sewerage system.  I will be there to look at it with them because we need to make a move on that 
program.  I mention that issue because when people move to country WA, they need those services.   

I will talk a little about Professor Peter Newman.  He wrote a recent Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation publication that sort of mirrors the views of the Nationals on what can be done to 
stimulate regrowth in inland communities.  I know that Professor Newman has been a guiding hand for the 
government on its sustainability policy.  It is worth noting some of the initiatives that he promotes as the quality 
of life “pull” to wheatbelt towns.  He says that there are three elements to this pull factor: creating a sea-change 
lifestyle without the sea, developing a sense of place and creating greater social diversity in wheatbelt towns.  He 
also talks about the need for city-country partnerships, and I agree with him wholeheartedly.  I will expand on 
that issue a bit, because there is a country-city divide.  I do not mind saying that when country members argue 
for their country constituents, we probably contribute to that country-city divide. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Absolutely.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I acknowledge that. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Some of your people - not you - say the most despicable things about people living in 
the city.  If anyone from the city said that about people living in the country, there would be a riot. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I look at it this way: we are all Western Australians.  The capital city of Western 
Australia is Perth, which belongs to all Western Australians.  However, the people who live in Perth probably do 
have an extra right to the city.  It is their home; that is where they live.  However, for people in country WA, it is 
our capital city as well.  I acknowledge that when we argue for things for country WA, we must realise the 
differences in the city.   

Professor Newman also says that desalination is now a reasonably cheap option and that this has led to the kind 
of scenarios that are being developed by the CSIRO for desalination at major salinity pressure points and for 
feeding clean water into urban supplies.  This is exactly what the Nationals are talking about.  He also talks 
about wheatbelt towns in which population decline can be reversed through a range of functions, including 
strategic plans for how water can be provided in mutually beneficial ways through inland desalination.  It is 
something that we should not throw away.  Inland desalination has the dual benefit of lowering watertables and 
fighting the encroachment of salt, which damages productive land and infrastructure, including roads.  In my 
country town of Katanning, it is damaging buildings, including historical buildings.  It is a real problem.  We 
must tackle inland desalination head on.  We can use that water locally for golf courses, parks, playing fields, 
irrigation and agriculture.  Professor Newman suggested that we inject the potable water into the greater 
metropolitan resource.  I would add grey water too, which is what we did in Katanning.  The Premier supported 
that concept when he was the Minister for Sport and Recreation, and Katanning received a large grant to enable 
it to reuse grey water.  Katanning now has the only inland golf course that can be played on throughout summer.  
That is of great benefit because it attracts people and services to the town.  Professor Newman also talked about 
the potential for the wheatbelt to participate in bioindustry partnerships.  Last year the Nationals won 
government support for a parliamentary biofuels task force, which we believe will enhance the case for 
commercial biodiesel and grain ethanol production in the wheatbelt.  I will not go on about it too much, because 
the member for Stirling is far more knowledgeable in that area.  However, I note that the main focus of the 
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Farmers Federation conference, which is being held at the moment, is biofuels etc, which is very interesting.  
This morning the plant was working, so it is an area that must be encouraged.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Have you heard about the farming of hydrogen? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I might talk about that in a minute.  Professor Newman said that biodiesel and alcohol 
are starting to be produced from the Australian wheatbelt, and that it is preferable that they be processed locally 
rather than in the cities.  He also said that the role of alcohol from biomass as a source of hydrogen in fuel-cell 
vehicles is likely to solve the problem of carrying and storing hydrogen in the longer-term hydrogen economy. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  It wasn’t that; I was talking about farming algae and using the production of 
hydrogen. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I do not know about the farming of algae; however, the member for Stirling does.  
Perhaps we need to find out more about that.   

I refer to some population trends and statistics released by Bernard Salt from Partner Property, KPMG 
Melbourne.  At the time of federation, there were 4 million Australians and of those more than 2 million, or 
52 per cent, lived in rural and regional areas.  By the end of the twentieth century, our population had increased 
to 19.5 million and the number in the bush increased from 2 million to 4 million, which is less than 20 per cent.  
More than 11 million Australians live in capital cities, while 3.9 million Australians live on a coast outside a 
capital city.  There are many reasons for the population drift to the coast of Western Australia, including the 
rationalisation of farms.  Some people say that country towns will not survive.  I think that some of them will 
struggle, but most of them will survive in the long term.  Indeed, I think many will continue to grow.  We are 
seeing that happen now.  Populations have increased west of the Great Southern Highway and towns are 
growing.  There are still some problems in the east, but that will change in the long term.  Some people will 
probably stay where they are. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I would prefer traffic lights at Jingalup first.  BushChange is about opening a bipartisan 
portal to towns that have accepted the need for innovation.   

I will move on because of time, and make a couple of general points.  I have already touched on roads, but we 
must keep pace with road maintenance and construction and with the priority we allocate to roads.  It is our job 
to keep highlighting to the minister the roads that we believe are a priority, and it is for the minister and the 
government to decide whether that is the case.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  What is your policy on rail and the ability for rail to take freight off the roads?   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I think that long-haul freight rail in particular is highly desirable.  I am concerned that 
some rail will not be utilised for grain in country Western Australia.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Do you think the privatisation was a good thing?  Do you think it is good that that has 
happened? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I was not here for that debate.  It is a bit like talking about what has happened before -  

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Yes or no? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I do not think it has made any difference. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  What? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I do not think it has made a great deal of difference to what has happened, because there 
would have been other issues for the government financially.  What we need to be sure about now is what will 
happen next, because when we talk about roads, if we are taking more and more grain off rail - I think CBH has 
a role to play here as well -  

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Why are we doing that?  It is because it has been privatised! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Okay.  That may be the minister’s view.  I do not agree with that.  However, what I do 
know is that if we do not make greater use of rail, that will put more pressure on the roads, and on the minister. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Surely as well as thinking about roads you should be thinking about rail. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I am. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You should be advocating in your party for rail, and for expenditure on rail, rather 
than flogging it off in a fire sale! 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I do support expenditure on rail.  Is the government going to spend money on rail in 
country Western Australia? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  We have already done that.  We have spent money in Albany for rail for the woodchip 
industry.  We are spending money as we speak on the line between North Greenbushes and Bunbury. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  What about inland country Western Australia? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Is not North Greenbushes inland? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes; I will say it is on the edge of it.  I will grant the minister that, because I am a fair 
person.  However, once we go in from the coastal strip -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  North Greenbushes is hardly coastal, is it? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is not that far from the coast.  However, to get back to rail, I think the minister would 
agree that if more grain goes off rail, and if we continue to fail to utilise our rail lines, it will place more pressure 
on our roads. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  If the National Party continues to have its policies in the transport portfolio, we will 
see -  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Okay, but the minister is the minister now, and she is the one who can do it. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Yes, and you will back me to the hilt.  When I tell your friends at CBH that they 
cannot close all the lines, you will say -  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I have an issue with the position of CBH on rail, because I think it will cause problems 
if we do not utilise the rail that we have in those areas.  I think a lot of people would like the use of rail to be 
increased.   

I turn now to the important issue of sporting and recreational facilities in our country towns.  We have heard 
about the community sporting and recreation facilities fund grants.  We must plan these facilities, because we 
have both large and small regional towns.  We do not want to duplicate the sporting and recreational facilities 
that are available in the large towns.  However, we cannot say that just because Narrogin and Katanning have 
good recreational centres, the towns around them cannot have anything.  We must ensure that those communities 
also have recreational facilities for their families and children.   
I also want to talk about housing.  Housing is the key to the success of towns in inland country Western 
Australia.  I am concerned that the housing that is provided by the Government Employees Housing Authority in 
inland country Western Australia is not keeping up with the demand.  GEHA needs to have another look at what 
it is doing.  I congratulate the government on the state housing New Living program.  That is an excellent 
program.  In some towns it is not being introduced at this stage.  We need to look at rolling out that program 
more quickly.  It has been very successful, and we have supported that program.  That program will assist 
BushChange.   

The motion refers to promotional campaigns.  We need to promote inland country Western Australia.  Our local 
governments and tourism groups are now doing that a heck of a lot better than they have ever done before.  
However, when we conduct our statewide campaigns, we also need to remember the many things that inland 
country Western Australia has to offer.  The state tourism body needs to work closely with local tourism groups, 
such as the Dryandra study group and the hidden treasures group and other groups that are working in my region 
and in many other regions, and coordinate tourism throughout the regions.  I also want to mention volunteers, 
because volunteers are extremely important in country Western Australia.  If we can get government funding for 
the things that are referred to in this motion, there are certainly plenty of volunteers who will be prepared to 
assist in providing that expansion and those facilities.  I hope that with the new Premier, who I think does 
recognise the importance of inland country Western Australia, there will be a bigger focus on supporting inland 
country towns.  I urge the government to recognise what is happening in inland country Western Australia.  I am 
sure that once the government has recognised what is happening, it will take the opportunity to assist by 
providing increased funding. 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [6.40 pm]:  I also support the motion of the member for Wagin.  I would like to 
acknowledge the Young Liberals in the gallery today, one of whom happens to be my nephew.   
Mr A.D. McRae:  What happened to you? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I would argue, what happened to him!  It is great to see the guys in the house today.   
I support the BushChange philosophy that is being pushed by the member for Wagin, and indeed the National 
Party.  It is certainly very real.  Discussions held as recently as last year showed that there were some concerns 
with inland towns, because of the reduction of populations in them and its impact on the communities and the 
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people who live there.  Probably because of increased pressures caused by prices of land in Perth metropolitan 
areas and coastal areas, people are moving into those regional centres.  This has been shown time and again on 
our BushChange web site, which was also mentioned by the member for Wagin.  People are moving to the 
regions to purchase cheaper housing and, in some cases, they are finishing up with some money in their pockets 
to assist with their retirement.  I have seen this when I have been doorknocking in some of these communities.  I 
have been quite surprised by the number of people who have made the change.  My electorate is in a unique 
situation because it has a couple of coastal communities as well as inland towns.  I will endeavour to keep my 
comments confined to inland communities. 

I will talk about some of the examples of pressures on those communities.  If I may refer to areas in my 
electorate very briefly, I will talk about the Frankland area first.  I am pleased that the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure is here, because I know that she visited that region recently.  I want to acknowledge that she made 
the effort to go out and have a look.  I am really pleased about that.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  May I add to that: not only did we go out there and have a look, but we have actually 
started action on Frankland. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I would be pleased to hear some more detail.  I acknowledge that the local community 
raised some issues with the minister.  I may raise some issues, and I certainly invite the minister to comment if 
those issues have been picked up by the government.   

The Frankland region has undergone a considerable amount of development, particularly in the viticulture and 
olive industries.  Pressures have been caused by a labour shortage and by difficulties getting skilled people to 
take up some of the positions there.  The community is very keen to respond and to provide accommodation for 
people so that they are able to move into the area, have their kids go to school and generally be good contributors 
to the community.  My research officer is working on contacting some of our federal colleagues in regard to the 
skills shortage and looking at importing skills from outside the region.  The Great Southern Development 
Commission in Albany, I believe, is also looking at the issue.  The Shire of Cranbrook, which encompasses the 
town of Frankland, is also doing a feasibility study for development in the Frankland area in response to this 
issue.  That is pleasing to see.  The shire has taken a very proactive step.  I intend catching up with the shire soon 
to talk through this and see some of the issues it is facing, but it is certainly taking a proactive step in looking at 
the feasibility study to highlight the barriers.  I am assuming that it will be looking at finding support to get over 
those barriers to get development in the town. 
A recent article in the Albany Advertiser referred to the town of Cranbrook.  The headline reads “Frustrated by 
land shortage”.  Cranbrook, like many other inland communities, is faced with many people who are looking for 
land and looking to move to the region.  They enjoy the communities and see value in them, but they are being 
frustrated by the fact that properties are simply not available to them to take up, partly because people are not 
selling and are choosing to not develop their land.  Those are very much local issues.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Maybe we could resume their land! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  No, not at all.  I am also certainly aware that there is a local responsibility here.  I 
acknowledge the member for Wagin’s comments about shared grants, or dollar-for-dollar grants.  If the 
government takes the step to support these communities, it is also reasonable for the communities to make a 
substantial contribution.  I will read out a couple of paragraphs from the article that I mentioned, as it highlights 
people who have concerns with this land shortage - 

With a number of families expressing interest in investing in the small community, a group of local 
people are staging a campaign to have more land opened up and made available for people to buy and 
build on. 
Long-time resident Colleen Siegert said it was disappointing that new and current residents were having 
such a difficult time securing land and that it was a concern that they might be forced to go elsewhere. 
“At the moment there just isn’t any homes to buy or rent and land is extremely hard to come by,” Mrs 
Siegert said. 

It is a very real issue.  The shire chief executive officer responded - 
“We have approached Landcorp about getting some blocks released and they’ve advised us to submit a 
Townsite Development Program Application,” Mr Stanley said. 

Clearly there is a responsibility for local government, and I accept that.  There are also some substantial costs 
involved in that and I know that there are also some process issues. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Costs involved in what? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  The costs involved in developing headworks and the ensuing costs in opening up the land.  
It may be something on which the minister would like to comment. 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I’d love to. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I know that it is an issue in Denmark, which now has permission to advertise its town 
planning scheme amendment; however, I think that was an 18-month or two-year process.  One of the difficulties 
is that now that the scheme is ready for advertising, arguably some aspects are a little out of date.  I know that 
the issue was raised with the minister.  The minister may well have responded to it because of the speed with 
which some of these formal processes go through government departments for local communities to get their 
planning schemes in place to respond to their community’s needs. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Correct me if I am wrong, but I would have sworn that Denmark was on the coast!  Is 
that correct? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Yes, it is.  I was using that as an example of the process issue through government 
departments. 
I will talk about Kendenup, as it is a town that I have not mentioned in a number of addresses that I have made to 
this house in the past year.  Kendenup is an area of bush change.  The town looks quite small but people do not 
have to venture too far out of town and away from the direct community to find a lot of people living on slightly 
larger lots.  Kendenup has been through a significant period of growth and a lot of people live there.  It is not a 
gazetted town and, therefore, probably does not get the attention from the local government that the townspeople 
would like to see in some of their services.  The people there are caught in a situation in which they want to take 
the next step but face significant costs in doing so. 
I talked about doorknocking in Mt Barker and the number of people who are making a bush change in that 
particular community.  Mt Barker has an industrial site development and the issue there is the cost of servicing 
the site.  The cost to the first one or two people who wish to move onto the site makes it prohibitive for them to 
take up that opportunity.  Those are the sorts of things that we must deal with if we are to promote and support 
these communities to move forward. 

Another small community is Mt Manypeaks, just to the east of your seat, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson).  
It is not a gazetted town site.  The community recently had a meeting.  It is now seeing some of the outcomes 
from what has happened in the past 10 to 15 years with people moving out of the community.  That is partly due 
to the amount of plantation timbers that are coming into the farming community. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Isn’t there a silicone sand mine at Mt Manypeaks? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Not in Mt Manypeaks, but close by.  Mt Manypeaks is genuinely looking at ways of 
revitalising its community; that is a good option.  It is only about 40 kilometres from Albany and there is quite a 
bit of land around the area that has the capacity not necessarily for town site development but maybe for slightly 
larger lots.  Perhaps it would be considerably cheaper to live there than in Albany or on larger lots closer to 
Albany.  It is not receiving the attention of the local shire; the shire’s attention is focused on the coastal 
development of Cheyne Beach.  I understand that; it is probably appropriate and the shire is more likely to get a 
return for that development.  A number of those communities are showing some growth pressures and, indeed, 
want to take the next step.  The main point is that some of the issues facing these communities are common.  As 
the member for Wagin mentioned, those small towns are not big enough to drive private investment.  However, 
the larger communities, such as towns the size of Narrogin, reach a point at which other investors become 
involved because they foresee a return for their investment dollar.  The smaller communities have not yet 
reached that point; nor is their development a priority for either LandCorp or -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  That’s just rubbish.  If you give me five minutes, I’ll stand and set you right.  Let me 
put the facts in front of you. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I am happy for the minister to respond by interjection. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Why don’t you go and have another glass of wine? 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  I heard the remark of the member for Nedlands and ask that she 
withdraw.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I will finish my point and then invite the minister to interject because I am genuinely 
interested in her response.  Based on my observations and from people I have spoken to, it is an issue that is all 
too common.  Some of the things that constrain development in these towns are, for example, the cost of 
headworks.  If development is done on a cost-recovery basis, it is not possible to make a return on the cost of 
developing the lots.  In some places, the capacity of the utilities needs to be increased.  It is not just a matter of 
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connecting water and electricity to a development site; in some communities it might be necessary to upgrade the 
whole water supply.  Frankland is one of those examples.   

I referred to the process of town planning scheme amendments being passed by government to the point at which 
they can be advertised and updated and I referred to some of the other restrictions.  I learnt a helluva lot last year 
about the conditions surrounding block sizes and the minimum block size allowed before reticulated water and 
deep sewerage must be installed.  In some cases, those conditions restrict progress, although I am not necessarily 
saying they are wrong.  Perhaps in some of the higher rainfall areas lot sizes should not be restricted to, I think, 
4 000 square metres.  The installation of deep sewerage enables lot sizes to be smaller so that we can then 
increase the number of lots that can be gazetted in a town site rather than have to develop further out.   

These towns are in a bit of a trap because they are in a growth market but they cannot afford development and 
they are not attractive to the private investor.  They need to break this nexus.  They are in a unique situation 
because they are the wrong size, although there are definite signs of growth.  The point I am keen for the 
minister to answer by interjection is how we can help those communities reach the next stage.  I am genuinely 
interested in how that can be done.  One option is to do nothing and wait until the economics make them 
attractive to private investors. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Can I have five minutes to respond? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Yes.  I refer to some of the options that were suggested by the member for Wagin.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order!  The member for Wagin should not cross between the 
chair and the member on his feet. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  He referred to regional headworks support funds, which I think totals $2 million for the 
state.  I would love to see a greater level of support in that area.  Perhaps pressure can be applied to local 
communities to contribute on a dollar-for-dollar basis.  There is no doubt - the minister might respond to this 
point - that we must apply a bit of an economic brush to these issues.  We cannot support development in all 
cases, particularly in small, isolated communities in which the population is declining.  As far as that goes, clear 
issues do arise.  However, if there is an opportunity for growth in a community, it should be supported.   

Infill sewerage is another area of concern.  The National Party is concerned that the infill sewerage programs 
have, in many cases, been pushed out to 2018 and 2019.  The member for Wagin said that it raises concerns from 
both a developmental and an environmental perspective.  It is correct to say that the government has a greater 
agenda when it comes to regional development opportunities.  Certainly the position espoused by the 
government is that it supports the principle of regional development.  It is something that should be supported 
when we look at potential industries that could offer an employment base and an economic base to these regions.   

The member for Wagin referred to biofuels.  It was the Nationals’ initiative to establish the Biofuels Taskforce.  
The minister pointed out that there is a whole raft of biofuels options in Western Australia.  That task force is 
charged with the task of filtering through the information to ascertain the options.  My case to the task force will 
be based on the premise that if there is a greater government agenda to support regional development, which I 
believe there is, then by setting up, for example, a biofuels processing facility we can kill two birds with one 
stone.  We will have something that will support regional development.  If we put the economic stick over these 
things, we will find that in many cases these facilities will be located along the coast because of better access to 
transport and the managing of sales and marketing of the products. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You will be pleased to know that that does not apply to hydrogen farming.  That is 
very comprehensive. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I will have to read up on hydrogen farming.  The member for Wagin mentioned that 
biofuels is one of the major items at the Western Australian Farmers Federation conference that is taking place 
as we speak.  It will be a bigger issue in the next 10 years and it is something we support.   

Another favourable outcome from the task force would be recommending to mandate a market.  It is not an 
industry into which we should necessarily inject funds.  However, by mandating the market we can offer a 
contract to someone to deliver so much biodiesel, for example, to part of the government fleet.  These sorts of 
incentives are appropriate.  Most other states are doing this and lead us in this area.  I am very appreciative of the 
government’s supporting this process, because huge things can be gained from it for everyone in Western 
Australia.  My heart is in regional Western Australia and that is where I would like some benefit to flow.   
The One Community One College project in Mt Barker is supported by the current Premier.  I totally support the 
philosophy of that project.  The people in that region are doing a tremendous amount of work to get it up and 
running.  The project is now at stage one.  It is an example of what can happen in the regional centres in Western 
Australia.  It is important to get this project right.  Issues associated with stage one are being worked through, but 
it is important that the next stages follow as quickly as possible, because stage one will have a split site.  These 
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things cannot be allowed to happen in our communities, because they create a disincentive for people to send 
their kids to those schools.  The government has supported this project and I am trying to impress upon it the 
need to see it through to the end.   

Roads are the number one issue raised with me by my electorate.  I know the minister is aware of the questions 
that we have asked in this place.  Our philosophy will be to move the centre of gravity a little bit back from the 
city.  I am trying not to run a city-versus-country argument. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  We can give you the stats that show that we have moved the focus and that the 
majority of spending under our government has been on rural roads.  The percentage spent on city roads versus 
country has actually improved in favour of the country under a Labor government.   

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I did ask some questions on notice about the amount of money that is spent on roads in the 
great southern region.  I acknowledge that the government has spent more than the last conservative government, 
but my concern is that there has not been a change commensurate with the development of some of the harvested 
and plantation timbers. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [6.59 pm]:  I do not have much to say on this issue but I intend to speak 
about it anyway.  It is not often that members of the National Party give the Liberals an opportunity to speak, so 
I am very happy about that.  I would like to speak about country roads in my portfolio as shadow spokesman for 
road safety.  I wanted to mention an annual divisional conference of the O’Connor division of the Liberal Party 
which I attended last Saturday. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 

____________ 
 


